Unearthing Iong—burled secrets

Archaeologlsts dig skeletons
out of Newburgh buﬂdmg site
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CITY OF NENBUREH — The more

dirt archaeologists clear away,

the more old secrets they un-
COVET.

Crews have discovered 58
whole and partial skeletons be-
hind the old Broadway School
and expect that number to
climb easily past 60. They're
uncovering an old graveyard,
cut through and ravaged by pe-
riodic construction during the
past century.

A team from Landmark Ar-
chaeology spent the past two
weeks unearthing more than a
dezen people buried on either
side of a thick concrete wall

on the western edge of the site,

Archaeologists found skel-
etons cut off at the ankles by
the wall on the Robinson Ave-
nue side and cut off just above
the shoulders on the eastern
side.

In earlier work, the team
found skeletons with a 20-year-
old gas line laid through the
chest cavities and older, hand-
dug pipes that burrowed right
through graves.

Archaeologists had discov-
ered 28 graves by this time last
month and expected to find at
least a few more. They had di
vided the site into zones. The
discovery of bodies under a
Robinson Avenue sidewalk
and the most crowded zone vet
on the eastern side of the wall
have pushed that number far
beyvond what was originally ex-
pected.

Dirk Marcucel and his field
director, Jessica Dayton, look
over a map marking the remains
they have found so far.

The site is the future home of
the city courthouse, Construc-
tion crews are renovating the
old Broadway School that was
bruilt in 1909.

A sketch of property by a for-
mer city survevor in 1369 noted
the site as the “Colored Burry-
ing Ground,” but City Histori-
an Mary McTamaney said she
also found a journal reference
to American Indian burials in
the same area.

Some of the graves were
moved to local cemeteries,
McTamaney said, but ar-
chaeologists have discovered
more and more people nev-
er went anvwhere. That left
them squarely in the wav of
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Archaeologists have unearthed a dozen skeletons at a construction site in Newburgh in the last two
weeks. Fleld director Jessica Dayton shows a worker where to carefully remove a thin layer of dirt.

the construction that was to
come. They're still in the way
today.

City Assessor Steve Ruelke,
who is overseeing the project,
zaid the archeologists are cur-
rently working on a part of the
site where construction crews
will eventually run utility lines
for the courthouse, and the
sooner the better.

Workers need a permanent
electrical connection to com-
plete the renovation, Ruelke
said. The project is already
about a month behind sched-
ule,

In the past, construction
crews pushed on without delays
or public acknowledgement
that anvthing unusual was bur-
ied in the path of utilities.

This time, they'll have to
wail as the archaeologists
carefully separate the bones
from the dirt with hand trow-
els and brushes, catalogue
them and send them to New
Paltz for further examination.
They plan to continue the work
this week.
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