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Excavation of lost cemetery draws to close

Construction
project delayed
nearly 2 months

BY DAYLE MLURPHY
Times Harald-RPacard

CITY OF NEWBURGH — Archaeolo-
gists will scrape the dirt from
the last of 104 skeletons this
week - seven months after con-
struction workers discovered
the bones of three people hur-
ied behind the old Broadway
School.

Dirk Marcucci of Landmark
Archaeology said his crew will
finish its an-site work by Fri-
day. The archaeologists uncov
ered a lost cemetery inch by
inch and hone by bone. Marcuc-
ci said he thought, in the begin-
ning, they might finish digging
in a couple of weeks.

“There was no way of know-
ing what we'd encounler,” he
said.

They found gravesz cul
through with utility lines, skel-
etons protruding from stone
walls and bodies resting just
inches below a sidewalk. The
scope of a century’s desecration
grew each time thev opened a
new section of ground.

That ends thiz week, ’1]113
archaeologists will leave the

gite to the construction crews
who have already everhauled
much of the school. City As
gesgor Steve Ruelke said the
building should be ready to
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begin ils nexl incarnation as
the city courthouse by early
March 2009, Renovation con-
tinued during the excavation,
but workers had to plan stages
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The crew from Landmark Archaeology continues to catalog the remaining 31 sets of bones from outslde
the future courthouse in the City of Newburgh. The team Is nearing the end of its work atter 18 weeks

spemt uncovaring 104 bodles.

around the cemetery. Ruelke,
who is overseecing the court-
house project for the city, said
they will now be able to lay
utility lines and install perma-

nent power sources needed to
finieh work. The excavation

. delayed the project b}' ahnut

two months.

Marcucci said a lot of work ,
remains to figure out who the}”
found during all those manths",‘
of digging.

They had started off ship-
ping remains to Kenneth Nys-
trom, assistant anthropology |
professor at SUNY New Paltz,
but the volume guickly out-
grew his space and many of the
remains went to the New York
State Museum in Albany for
safe keeping.

A few skeletons will remain
behind because they're partial-

—

- ly contained in the building's

foundation.

Marcucci said Nvstrom Wll.l
begin answering questions
about things like gender, age
and nutrition while Landmark
continues to study the other ar-

.tifacts found and analyzes lo-

gistics of the site. They’ll pre
pare a report, due out in about
H Year. E

The city plans to evcnnmﬁy
re-inter the people with memo-
rials in and outside the court-
house. A committee is still toy-
ing to figure out the details of
the memorials and ceremn-
nies.
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